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Students from different schools 

in the Weald of Kent visited the 

West Kent Skills Fest at The 

River Centre in Tonbridge on the 

10
th
 of October 2012.  

The West Kent Skills Fest was 

held to explain to students dif-

ferent careers and how to get 

the career they want. Colleges 

and universities in Kent at-

tended to explain to students 

what their college has to offer 

because some pupils are not 

sure what they want to do when 

they leave school. 

Various careers stands  had 

different activities for students 

to try so they can see what the 

job entails. For example, stu-

dents could do first aid on a soft 

toy to experience life as a vet or 

there was a stand where you can 

experience forensics by making 

your own finger prints. 

Students told the news team 

they enjoyed the festival and 

said they have learnt a lot from 

the event and got more of an 

idea about where they want 

their future to be. 

Peter from Judd said: “ I 

found today very interesting and 

I learnt a lot about careers I am 

interested in that I didn’t know 

much about before”. 

Many festivals now have been 

set up to help young pupils and 

to help them make important 

choices such as if they want to 

stay on at sixth form, what lev-

els and degrees they need and if 

they want to do an apprentice-

ship or go 

straight into a 

job. 

The event was 

set out into 

groups so that 

students can find 

certain informa-

tion they need.  

Free leaflets, 

brochures and 

gifts were given 

to students so 

they can read on 

further outside 

the event.  

Five students from different 

schools interviewed career advi-

sors and other students to form 

a newspaper on the event. 

The News for Schools stu-

dents—Katherine and Emma  

Continued on next page 
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First companies arriving 

with six apprentices—

what better way for a 

young person to learn what 

apprenticeships involve 

Time to be  

INSPIRED 



Students surprised by 
everything they see 
The Skills Fest gave 

many different career 

choices through Further 

Education.  

The broad spectrum 

of organisations that 

have stands here offer 

opportunities from law 

to plumbing and engi-

neering.  

The West Kent Skills 

Fest also accommodated 

freelance individuals 

there to inspire students 

in a career.  

Organisations like the 

Royal Navy offer a paid 

sixth form which en-

courages students to 

work hard at their 

GCSEs to continue their 

chosen pathway into the  

Navy’s employment. 

The Skills Fest also 

accommodates free-

lance individuals such as 

Elena Setterfield who 

has been a part of ca-

reers fairs for the past 

six years. She said: ‘I 

use an exciting stall to  

engage students with 

the diverse pathways  

marine science offers.’ 

Students seemed sur-

prised at the diverse 

courses Hadlow College 

offers like floristry, agri-

culture and machinery.  

With the agriculture 

industry reaching 

£17billion annually and 

farmland covering 77% 

of the UK’s land use, the 

agriculture industry is 

expected to grow. 

Hadlow College’s ag-

riculture and machinery 

course teaches young 

adults farming tech-

niques and animal hus-

bandry which combine 

together to develop stu-

dents with the right 

skills to excel in their 

agriculture career path. 

Care Ambassador  

promotes careers in so-

cial care.  

The Pathways team 

spoke with Peter, who 

has first hand experi-

ence of the organisation 

as an adult with learning 

difficulties. Peter chose 

to come today to explain 

the effect Care Ambas-

sadors has on his life.  

When asked how he is 

helped he said: ‘Shop-

ping, cinema and foot-

ball.’   

Social worker Auxila 

Muganiwan explained 

how she finds out what 

Peter needs help with 

then assigns roles to his 

carers. Organisations 

such as K College used 

hands-on activities 

where they invited stu-

dents to attempt to at-

tach a wheel to a car 

part. This meant stu-

dents learnt a skill in a 

hands-on experience.  

Young adults from K 

College who are on the 

engineering course en-

joy the practical ele-

ments of the course 

structure of racing and 

repairing the cars they 

build. 

An engineering stu-

dent said his dream was 

to  receive a motorsport 

degree.  

He said: ‘I want to 

work alongside the team 

on an international mo-

torsport competition 

and K College will help 

me achieve this.’ 
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@NewsforSchools  young #Kent hopeful journalists take to the platform 

Inspired 
From front page 

 

from Weald of Kent 

Grammar School, 

and Finlay, Ruby 

and Harriet from 

Mascalls, took im-

ages from the event 

and asked various 

people in the event 

about jobs and what 

they want from the 

future.  

They also tried 

different activities 

for example the 

first aid of animals 

so they can experi-

ence what other 

students and pro-

fessionals are ex-

periencing. 

 

The schools taking 

part in the day were: 

Skinners Kent Acad-

emy, Weald of Kent 

Grammar School, 

The Judd School, 

Sackville School, 

Tunbridge Wells 

Boys’ Grammar, Ton-

bridge Girls’ Gram-

mar School, Bennet 

Memorial Diocesan 

School, Meadows 

School, Hayesbrook 

School, Hillview, 

Mascalls and Knole 

Academy. 

https://twitter.com/NewsforSchools


John  is 
on hand 
to help 
John Handley, a 

careers advisor for 

EBP Kent (Education 

Business Partnership) 

has been helping 

people 

with 

general 

and 

spe-

cific 

advice 

for 

over 30 

years.  

At the Skills Fest 

today he told how he 

encou-rages young 

people to choose a 

career path useful and 

suited to them.  

On a daily basis he 

goes into schools and 

researches careers 

with students to 

motivate them.  

The brand Forging 

Success encourages 

people to aim higher 

and wider,  and to 

think ahead to the 

best of their ability.  
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@NewsforSchools Emma, Katherine, Ruby, Finlay and Harriet  on their way 

After interviewing Anne 

McNulty, chief executive of EBP 

Kent, Pathways reporters 

Katherine and Emma were able 

to understand the Skills Fest 

event with a more in-depth 

knowledge.  

The event is part of a 

partnership of schools in West 

Kent and Ann stated: ‘It inspires 

students to meet each other and 

have a go at activities with no 

pressure attached. It’s a calm 

and relaxing way to explore 

opportunities and think of ideas 

for the future.’ The Skills Fest 

has been held in Tonbridge for 

three years and employers have 

said how focused the students 

are. Ann said: ‘They don’t just 

walk past and pick up freebies; 

they engage using questions and 

conversation.’  Ann said: ‘It’s 

progressing each year. We were 

asked for a media and arts 

section so fantastic make-up, 

media and theatre stalls were 

introduced. ‘ 

This shows they use feedback 

from each Fest to make them 

more beneficial to each 

individual student.  

Finally Ann said: ‘There are 

70 organisations here. 

Employers have interactive stalls 

so students can test their skills 

and see this as a platform for 

their future.’   

Reporters find out more from Anne 

https://twitter.com/NewsforSchools


Hello to the 

NEWS TEAM  
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The Skills Fest 

also provided 

students with 

potential options 

for the future 

going along the 

further education 

pathway.  

Stalls have been 

set up from schools from the 

area such as the Weald of Kent 

Grammar and Tonbridge Girls 

Grammar. The stalls are 

promoting the sixth form and 

students were giving out 

prospectuses to provide  

information on the school and 

what it has to offer.  

From interviewing members of the students who were at the  

stall they believed that—although they were busy and have gone 

to previous events—they would be more successful in drawing in 

students if they had an activity in which students could 

participate. 

Ash, a Y11 TOGGS student said: ‘I wanted to pursue a career in 

medicine so took part in the Operation challenge downstairs.’   

She enjoyed taking part in the activity adding: ’ I liked the idea 

of getting involved in physical activities. However  there should 

be more stalls providing work experience to young adults. ‘  

 Ruby: ‘I have 

enjoyed today, 

yes! It’s been 

really interesting 

and educational. 

The highlights 

were the wide 

range of activities 

that all the organisations had 

to offer, and all the freebies!  

I still don’t know what I’d like 

to do but people have given me 

really good advice here.’  

 

Emma: ’Yeah, I 

have enjoyed it. 

It’s been really 

interesting to hear 

what other 

students have to 

say on careers and 

their passion for 

their future. It has been really 

creative and inspiring. Working 

in the journalism team has 

been interesting and I might 

want to pursue it in the future’  

  

Catherine: ‘I’ve 

enjoyed   

Interviewing 

people from 

different schools. 

It has  improved 

my journalism and 

interview skills.’ 

 

Harriet: ‘I have 

enjoyed looking at 

all the different 

careers and 

opportunities  and 

learnt a lot.’ 

 

Finlay: ‘I have  

enjoyed seeing 

different offers 

and careers and 

learning about 

specific courses.’ 

Having an activity is far 
better 

Note from News for Schools: The 

writing, photographs and design are the 

work of the five students from Weald of 

Kent Grammar School and Mascalls 

School. They interviewed all the people 

involved, wrote up their work and 

organised it into sections, based on a 

briefing at the beginning of the day. 

Well done all! 

Students may want 

to learn the ins and 

outs of a potential 

career, and 

sometimes the only 

way to learn is 

through hands-on 

experience.  

An apprenticeship 

can offer that. 

Apprenticeships 

provide opportunities 

to learn through 

being on and off the 

job, with education 

and training you can 

be working towards a 

qualification that 

matches your job role 

and skills.  

This is an ideal way to get 

your self integrated into 

certain jobs and gaining key 

knowledge and experience for 

certain lines of work. Appren-

ticeships will help you to build 

your skills and confidence, and 

will enable you to find moving 

on to higher paid positions 

easier. 

Get ahead, be an apprentice 


